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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Enright et al 
(US 6,583,813). 
[claims 1, 8, & 9] 

In regard to Claims 1, 8, and 9 Enright et al discloses a multichannel image compression device 
and method comprising: 

• recording means for storing digital images on a plurality of channels in frames 
channel by channel into memories (Figure 11 shows the recording of digital 
images through cameras 186-190. Each camera acts like a channel and 
furthermore each channel is sent onto the storage memories 192-196 for 
storage); 

• control means for performing control in such a manner that the digital images 
stored by the recording means into said memories increase in number on a 
specific channel (Figure 2 shows the control means 38 wherein controls the 
manner in which digital images are processed and stored and furthermore adds 
further control if additional cameras/channels are added as further described in 
Column 12 Lines 1-37); and 
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• compression means for subjecting the digital images recorded by said recording 
means into said memories to compression coding by correlating frames channel 
by channel (Figure 23 shows compression modes for compressing digital images 
furthermore it is seen that each digital image is recorded by correlating each 
frame per channel as further seen Figures 20 and 21 where frames are 
correlated by channel/input number as well as sequencing of events), 
[claims 2 & 10] 

In regard to Claims 2 and 10, Enright et al discloses the multichannel image compression 
device wherein said control means performs control in such a manner that, with the digital 
images on the plurality of channels being stored channel by channel by said recording means 
into said memories sequentially, the digital image on said specific channel and the digital 
images on the other channels are stored alternately in said memories (Figure 42 shows an 
interface for sequence programming which programs the various cameras/channels different 
recording times and thereby inputted and stored alternatively into the memories depending on 
the schedule which they are sequenced to record as further described in Column 47 Lines 20+). 
[claims 3 & 11] 

In regard to Claims 3 and 11, Enright et al discloses the multichannel image compression 
device wherein the control means allows said specific channel to be set manually out of the 
plurality of channels (Figure 49 shows a menu, which allows for set up of cameras/channels. 
Furthermore, it can be seen that by setting the camera that the user is manually setting what 
camera/channel to use from the other available camera/channels as further described in 
Column 50 Lines 10-30). 
[claims 4 & 12] 
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In regard to Claims 4 and 12, Enright et al discloses the multichannel image compression 
device wherein said control means sets said specific channel automatically out of the plurality of 
channels according to the occurrence of a warning to indicate an abnormality (Column 19 Lines 
38-67 describes the event of an abnormal event of an alarm wherein a specific camera/channel 
would be used to record the area where the alarm condition is occurring and thereby sets the 
channel automatically due to the warning alarm that is determined by the system), 
[claim 5] 

In regard to Claim 5, Enright et al discloses the multichannel image compression device wherein 
the digital images of the channels, which are stored in the memories by the recording means, 
are produced by a plurality of monitor cameras (Figure 1 1 shows the plurality of cameras 186- 
190 which can be used than sent to the various memories 192-196 for storage), 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, Enright et al discloses the multichannel image compression device 
wherein said recording means includes switching means for selectively switching the digital 
images of the channels in units of one frame for each channel, when the digital images are 
stored in the memories(Figure 45 shows an interface wherein the user can set the recording 
means to switch between the various channels (1,2,3) and switch between the channels either 
in an allotted time (in seconds) or per image (frame) as further disclosed in Column 47 Lines 45- 
67). 

[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7, Enright et al discloses the multichannel image compression device 
wherein an output from said compression means is recorded in a DVD (Figure 4 shows the 
recording of the images onto a removable storage optical storage medium as further described 
in Column 16 Lines 39-62). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 703-305-0378. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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